
Public Agricultural Research  
Funding is Decreasing. 
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Phenomenal Gains in 
Agricultural Research are 

Attributable to Investments in 
Agricultural Research. 











$3.0 B in 
Federal    

R&D funding 
for  Agriculture 

$2.8 B in R&D by  
Ag Input Industries * 

Agriculture 

• $121 B GDP 
• 2.1 M jobs 
• $20 B net exports 
• 1.4% TFP growth 
worth $1.7 B/year* 

Macroeconomic Impact of U.S. Ag R&D 

*TFP=total factor productivity. TFP measures the 
combined productivity of all resources (land, labor, 
capital, materials) used in production. It is the broadest 
measure of productivity and is closely related to the cost 
of production. 

$3.3 B in R&D 
by Food Industry  

Food Manufacturing 

• $165 B GDP 
• 1.6 M jobs 
• 0.7% TFP growth 
worth $1.2 B/year* 

$2.0 B in state and 
private funding for State 
Ag Experiment Stations  

Sources: Public ag R&D from CRIS; Ag input R&D are preliminary estimates from unpublished ERS study (in review)*; Food 
industry R&D  and GDP from OECD. Employment and food manufacturing TFP from BLS. Ag TFP growth from ERS. Figures 
are for 2006 except TFP growth which is 2000-08 annual average.  
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