
ABSTRACT 

Alston and Pardey will identify the shifting U.S. and global R&D 
investment trends affecting agriculture, discuss the recent and sizable 
reductions in the rate of growth in U.S. farm productivity, and draw 
implications for funding agricultural research and extension in the context 
of formulating the 2007 Farm Bill. Funds have also been diverted to new 
agendas like environment, food quality, food safety, human health, and, 
most recently, biofuels. The shift has important long-term implications for 
sustaining agricultural productivity and international competitiveness that 
may persist for many years. Since many of the world’s poorest countries 
have come to rely on R&D spillovers from the U.S. to lift their own food 
production capabilities; a shift in the emphasis of U.S. agricultural R&D 
will ultimately have long-term implications for the achievement of U.S. 
foreign policy objectives related both to international economic 
development and U.S. diplomatic and regional security interests.  
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NATIONAL C-FAR IS a nonprofit, nonpartisan, consensus-based and 
customer-led coalition that brings food, agriculture, nutrition, 
conservation and natural resource stakeholders together with the food and 
agriculture research and extension community, serving as a forum and a 
unified voice in support of sustaining and increasing public investment at 
the national level in food and agricultural research, extension and 
education. For additional information, go to www.ncfar.org; or contact 
Tom Van Arsdall, Executive Director at tom@vanarsdall.com. 

 
SEMINAR SERIES DESCRIPTION 

National C-FAR’s Break & A Briefing Seminar Series 
regularly presents leading-edge researchers to address pressing 
issues confronting the public and Congress.  National C-FAR 
and the Seminar Series serve as a resource to policymakers 
and all congressional staff. 

 

National C-FAR wishes to recognize the honorary hosts 
of this seminar series: 

Hon. Kit Bond Hon. Tim Holden 

Hon. Saxby Chambliss Hon. Timothy V. Johnson 

Hon. Thad Cochran Hon. Marcy Kaptur 

Hon. Kent Conrad Hon. Jack Kingston 

Hon. Rosa DeLauro Hon. Frank Lucas 

Hon. Bob Goodlatte Hon. Collin Peterson 

Hon. Tom Harkin  

 
 

Seminar Series Contributing Sponsors 
American Society of Plant Biologists 

Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges 
Coalition on Funding Agricultural Research Missions (CoFARM) 
Council on Food, Agricultural & Resource Economics (C-FARE) 

Farm Foundation 
Federation of Animal Science Societies 

Institute of Food Technologists 
Michigan State University 

The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, Inc. 
United Soybean Board 

Washington University, St. Louis-West Campus 


