
ABSTRACT 

Vegetables and fruits have become leading vehicles of illnesses associated 
with foodborne outbreaks. Fresh-cut produce can pose an increased public 
health risk because this wounded plant tissue enables microbes to more 
easily attach and grow on nutrients released from the plant. These leaking 
juices also can interfere with disinfectant activity. Neither processors nor 
consumers have a treatment that assures the microbiological safety of fresh 
produce contaminated with large populations of pathogens. Effective food 
safety interventions to minimize such contamination are needed throughout 
the production, processing and distribution of fresh and fresh-cut produce. 
About 15% of food consumed in the U.S. is imported and is on pace to be 
more than 50% within 20 years. Developing countries are major food 
exporters and will likely become predominant sources of the U.S. food 
fruits, vegetables and nuts. Food in many developing countries is not 
produced under acceptable sanitary practices, and FDA inspects <1% of 
more than 9 million imported food entries annually. Unless food 
production, harvesting, and processing practices are upgraded in food 
exporting countries that have major holes in their food safety nets, there are 
likely to be major increases in the occurrence and size of foodborne 
outbreaks in the U.S. in the future. 
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NATIONAL C-FAR IS a nonprofit, nonpartisan, consensus-based and 
customer-led coalition that brings food, agriculture, nutrition, 
conservation and natural resource stakeholders together with the food and 
agriculture research and extension community, serving as a forum and a 
unified voice in support of sustaining and increasing public investment at 
the national level in food and agricultural research, extension and 
education. For additional information, go to www.ncfar.org; or contact 
Tom Van Arsdall, Executive Director at tom@vanarsdall.com. 

 
National C-FAR SEMINAR SERIES 

National C-FAR’s Seminar Series regularly presents leading-
edge researchers to address pressing issues confronting the 
public and Congress. National C-FAR and the Seminar Series 
serve as a resource to policymakers and all congressional staff. 
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