
 
ABSTRACT 

There are growing doubts about the long-term sustainability of current 
agricultural policies in developed countries given domestic budgetary 
pressures and trade liberalization. The agriculture industry is already 
making adjustments for changing technology and demands for 
agricultural products. Significant reform in agricultural policies 
adds additional pressures for adjustment. Dr. Blandford will examine 
some of the possible key issues in the adjustment process. 
 
 
 

 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY 

David Blandford is a professor, and former department head, in the 
Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology at the 
Pennsylvania State University. Born and educated in the United 
Kingdom, he was formerly a division director at the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development in Paris and a professor at 
Cornell University. He has twice served as chair of the International 
Agricultural Trade Research Consortium – an organization composed 
of researchers from government, academia and industry. He teaches 
courses in agribusiness at Penn State and conducts research into food, 
agricultural and environmental policy, and international trade. 
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NATIONAL C-FAR is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, consensus-based and 
customer-led coalition that brings food, agriculture, nutrition, 
conservation and natural resource stakeholders together with the food and 
agriculture research and extension community, serving as a forum and a 
unified voice in support of sustaining and increasing public investment at 
the national level in food and agricultural research, extension and 
education. For additional information, go to www.ncfar.org; or contact 
Tom Van Arsdall, Executive Director at tom@vanarsdall.com. 

 
SEMINAR SERIES DESCRIPTION 

National C-FAR’s Lunch~N~Learn Seminar series regularly 
presents leading-edge researchers to address pressing issues 
confronting the public and Congress.  National C-FAR and 
the Lunch-N-Learn seminar series serve as a resource to 
policymakers and all congressional staff. 
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