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• A teleconference meeting of the board will be held in late March to approve the By-Laws 
and develop plans and strategies. 

 
 
 
 
These are the highlights of activities and events in February: 
• National C-FAR has 59 members, consisting of 19 national organization members, 18 

affiliate university members, 2 corporate members and 19 individual, state, and regional 
organization affiliate members and one honorary member - Dr. Borlaug.  

• Revenues from memberships and special "seed grants" total $119,500 and disbursements to 
date total $22,599.13. Expenses incurred but not paid include $28,672.19, leaving a balance 
of $68,138.68.  

• David Graves reports that the National C-FAR visits with staff members of key agricultural 
and appropriations committees have been well received. Staff members liked the idea of a 
coalition and were interested in exploring ways the Coalition could "add value" or "help" 
congress in building support for food and ag research. 

• Secretary of Agriculture Veneman, in her first public speech on February 22, to the 
Agricultural Outlook Forum, gave strong support to food and ag research. Here are some key 
quotes from her prepared remarks which are available on the web 
(www.usda.gov/news/releases/2001/02/0031.htm): 
• "We will support research and development to find new solutions for issues related to 

food safety, the environment, biotechnology, energy and other new uses." 
• "We will focus our efforts… in key areas. First, we will seek opportunities to expand 

trade....Second, technology development and adoption through research, education and 
extension...." 

• "We must maintain consumer confidence in our food supply by building coalitions that 
encourage education and research, as well as policies that are based on sound science." 

• President Bush released a "FY 2002 Budget Blueprint" on February 28, but we will not know 
the details until early April. The Blueprint " funds important agriculture priorities including 
trade expansion, pest and animal disease prevention, food safety and research and 
development."  It also "eliminates approximately 300 earmarked research projects saving 
about $150 million..." And the budget "redirects USDA research to provide new emphasis in 
key areas such as biotechnology, the development of new agricultural products and 
improving protection against emerging exotic plant and animal diseases and pests of crops 
and livestock." 

• On January 30, The Commission on 21st Century Production Agriculture today presented its 
final report, "Directions for Future Farm Policy: The Role of Government in Support of 
Production Agriculture.” A key role of the federal government recommended was to 
“Provide support for agricultural research and education.” 

  
Summary – I am encouraged by the growing awareness of the importance of food and 
agricultural research and education. It's becoming much more widely recognized that added food 
and agricultural research is needed to enhance food safety, maintain our international 
competitiveness, and protect our environment. Both Secretary Veneman and key Congressional 
committee staff are quite receptive to a coalition of food and agricultural research. Our challenge 
is going to be to continue to build and strengthen our coalition and get our compelling case for 



 

 

“doubling food and agricultural research and education” across to the general public and leaders 
in food and agriculture organizations, the Administration and Congress.    
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