
 

 

 
       
      
  
 
March 29, 2001 

National C-F
 
 
Dear Members and Friends of National C-FA
 
We are now officially a registered Illinois cor
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current plans. 
 
 
Activities: 
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leadoff witnesses after the USDA presentatio
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· Communications: The Ag Communications staff at Purdue has offered to advise us about 
developing a member recruiting campaign and updating our website. We plan to use their 
suggestions to improve and expand our membership and communication efforts. We expect to be 
relocating our website from the National Cattlemen’s site soon. 
 
 
Plans: 
· April 5 Meeting: The research committee will be meeting in Washington, DC, on April 5 
from 1:00-3:00 pm at the offices of the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives. The meeting is 
open and participation is encouraged. For details contact Rob Hedberg robhedberg@erols.com) 
or Barbara Glenn (bglenn@faseb.org). We are also hoping to hold a short legislative committee 
meeting on that same date and location. 
· Empty Chair: Top positions at USDA are just now beginning to be announced. National 
C-FAR sent a letter to the Bush Transition Office and to Secretary Veneman on February 5, 
2001, urging that they “appoint at the earliest possible date an experienced and highly qualified 
person as Under Secretary, Research, Education and Economics, US Department of Agriculture. 
This person should know and understand agricultural research and the food and 
agricultural system. We view this as a pivotal position that provides the national leadership for 
agricultural research and education.” As of March 28, the position has not been appointed. We 
encourage members to emphasize to the Bush Administration the importance of a timely 
appointment of a qualified person. We need a strong leader in USDA of this $2.2 billion 
program. 
· Dear Colleague: It has been suggested that we consider asking key Congressional 
members to circulate a “Dear Colleague” letter conveying the compelling case for food and ag 
research and its doubling over the next 5 years and soliciting their signatures. Comparable efforts 
have been successful in getting National Institute of Health funding increased. Such a 
letter needs to be circulated in next couple of weeks in order to affect appropriations. No 
decisions have been made yet, but we are beginning to explore the pros and cons of such a letter 
and hope to discuss it with the legislative and research committees on April 5. We welcome your 
thoughts. 
 
 
Joe Coffey 
Secretary/Treasurer 
National C-FAR 
3221 Regatta Pointe Court 
Midlothian, VA  23112 
Phone: (804) 744-1486 
Fax: (804) 744-2192 
Email: jdcoffey@home.com 

 


